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I hope that by the time this newsletter reaches your letterbox
we will have cast off the last vestiges of winter and the green
shoots of early spring will be upon us.

It has not been an auspicious start to 2013. The cold, grey
weather has not helped and the media always appears to be full of
one scandal or another. Nevertheless there is always more
optimistic news to be had, although it rarely makes the front pages.
Perhaps the most fascinating story recently was the discovery of
King Richard III in a car park in Leicester. Who knows what he
owed Leicester City Council for 528 years of parking charges, but
no doubt they will find a way to recover it. Possibly the most
uplifting story in recent weeks was regarding the funeral of an ex-
Royal Marine. Having no known family or friends the vicar sent
out a plea on the internet for people to come to the funeral. Over
300 duly obliged, many from a forces background, coming from
all over the country. It shows that no matter what Service, Corps
or Regiment we are from, we are all members of the same
extended family.

It was also wonderful to learn that those who served on the
Baltic Convoys and in Bomber Command have finally been
awarded campaign medals. What a shame though, that it has taken
so long when there are so few left to receive them.

The thirtieth anniversary of the Ballykelly Bomb occurred on
6th December 2012 and the commemoration service held on
Sunday 9th December was once again well attended and by all
accounts a very moving event. A lot of the organisation was carried
out by Ken Cooper and it was fitting that at the AGM he was
awarded the President’s Award for his work over many years in
connection with the Ballykelly Memorial Service. Elsewhere in
this newsletter I have printed the speech that Colonel Bob Stewart
DSO MP made in the House of Commons on the anniversary of
the event. Although some may find it upsetting, I think that many
will find it deeply moving and poignant.

I will close by welcoming Lt Colonel David Oak MBE, as he
takes over as Chairman of the CRA Management Committee. As
David said at the AGM, Peter Gresty will be a hard act to follow.
I cannot say that I know David Oak that well on a personal basis;
however I have seen enough of him whilst serving in the 1st
Battalion to know that we are in a very safe pair of hands. I hope
that all members of the CRA give him the support and cooperation
that he needs, particularly as he is first finding his feet.

The deadline for the next issue is Friday 17th May. Please
send your contributions to me at: The School House, Dartmouth
Road, London SE26 4RD. My telephone number is 020 8291
9225. You can also e-mail me at: george.szwejkowski@sky.com

George Szwejkowski

EDITORIAL
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret’d) David Oak MBE served in the

1st Bn, excluding ERE tours, from August 1961 until April 1989.
He then served as a NRPS officer at HQ 42 (NW) Bde from
January 1992 until retirement in January 2005. He also served as
an ACF officer with Lancashire Army Cadet Force from March
2000 until January 2010. He was awarded the MBE in the 2005
New Year’s Honours List for services to the cadet movement
throughout the North West region.

NEW CHAIRMAN OF THE CRAMC
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The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimental-
associations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx

Colin Farrington of Sandbach Branch (right) receiving his Major General Peter
Martin Award from the new Chairman, Lt Col David Oak MBE (see page 3).

The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and
views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the CRA.



The period since the last AGM has once again been a very
busy, and successful, time for the CRA with yet more stories to
file away for a rainy day. Some of the event successes of the year,
to name but a few, have been:

• Regimental Race Day (more than 250 people even though it
was rained off)

• Malaya/Singapore Reunion held in Walsall (100 approx)
• Regimental Society Golf Days (an ever increasing number

of members playing)
• Mons Reunion (100+ approx) 
• East Cheshire Reunion (175) and the;
• Droppin Well Memorial (150 approx although local press

said 300)

All of these, and a multitude of other, events were reported
upon in the Association Newsletter which George Szwejkowski
continues to edit and publish on our behalf. The newsletter
continues to be a brilliant asset to the CRA and our thanks to
George for the continuing hard work he puts into making sure we
have an interesting edition of the newsletter each quarter that
has something for everybody. I would say though that we, and he,
needs material to keep the newsletter going. 

The Association page on the Cheshire Military Museum
website continues to be our shop window for the electronic world
and advertises our future events, electronic copies of the
newsletter and the CRA constitution. It is used very successful to
get details of future events out to members and Face Book also
continues to advertise Association events, particularly to the
younger members, and once again is credited with ever growing
numbers at Race Day.

You will hear shortly how the Association is performing
financially but on your behalf CRAMC continues to support
many events including Mons, Malaya & Singapore, East
Cheshire, Over 90’s hampers and the Droppin Well Memorial
and of course we will consider any reasonable request from
branches.

On your behalf I would like to thank the Management
Committee, CRAMC as they are known, for the work that they do
behind the scenes in ensuring that the CRA has been able to
carry on after amalgamation as it did before. 

Thanks are due to our secretary, Eddie Pickering, for
continuing to keep us on the straight and narrow and also for
managing the Association Club so effectively. Eddie makes being
the chairman of the CRA a lot easier by his organisation and
administration but he does need your support and feedback to
offer the service you want and need.

For the fifth year running I will say again that the
association club is still a concern but Eddie and Iggy continue to
work tirelessly to provide the best service with the resources
available to them and the success of the club is a credit to both
of them. Eddy continues to tell anybody that will listen that if we
only had a small number of additional customers every week we
would not have any concerns over the profitability, could I make
a plea for you to support the club whenever possible and see if
we can make a profit in this financial year.

This year sees the Mercian Regiment being awarded new
colours and details have been sent out to members and branches
by Eddie.

Gentlemen the CRA remains on a firm footing with our
affairs and finances being managed in accordance with the
Charity Commission requirements, and the CRA constitution. 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD IN CHESTER ON 

23rd FEBRUARY 2013
There were 42 members present.

1. The President, Brig J P S Donnelly CBE thanked everyone
for coming and went on to thank the outgoing Chairman Peter
Gresty for everything he has done during his time as Chairman,
reminding us that Peter combined this busy position with the
demands of a busy full time job. In chairing the CRA, he has also
been a great advocate for the CRA within the Mercian Regiment,
sitting as a member of the Mercian Regimental Council. He then
welcomed Lt Col David Oak as the incoming Chairman.

He went on to explain that following the reorganisation of the
Mercian Regiment, the tie with the 1st Battalion will be lost, but
the traditions and heritage of the 22nd will be represented in all of
the Battalions of the Regiment. He announced that Major Mark
Ellwood has been selected for promotion and will take over as
Commanding Officer 1 MERCIAN in the summer. Major Ellwood
comes from Cheshire and is the grandson of the Major Ellwood
who won an MC commanding a Company of 7th Bn The Cheshire
Regiment in WW2. Major Ben Wilde, the son of the Late Lt Col
Philip Wilde has been selected for promotion to Lt Col.

The 1st Bn are more than 2/3rd of the way through their Op
HERRICK tour in Afghanistan, but there is very little to report.
He remarked on the low number of casualties sustained and that 

this was a reflection of the progress being made in
Afghanistan with the local forces beginning to take control of the
situation.

As this was his last AGM as President, he said that it has
been a privilege to serve in the position. Brigadier Ian Cave has
taken over as President, but he is serving a 12 month tour of duty
overseas and therefore he will probably continue to represent the
President until his return.

As he took his seat, the Chairman thanked him on behalf of
the CRA for his commitment over his period as President.

2. Apologies were received from Mr A Baker, Brig M D K
Dauncey DSO, Brig A J Mac G Percival OBE, Mr R Porter, Brig
WKL Prosser CBE MC, Maj Gen A R D Sharpe OBE, and Maj
Gen K Skempton CBE.

3. Minutes of the 2012 AGM and Matters Arising: There were
no matters arising, Mr Alan Jennings proposed and Mr Mick
Rodaway seconded the proposal that the minutes be accepted as
a true record. Carried.

4. The Chairman gave his report: “Welcome to the CRA Annual
General Meeting, and thank you for attending this afternoon, as
we decided last year we have stayed with a lunchtime meeting
although when we vote on next year’s meeting you may decide to
return to an evening meeting. 

Once again I would like to thank, on everybody’s behalf,
those members of the Association who run the CRA branches and
associated groups around the country for the time and effort you
put into ensuring branches and the CRA continue to survive,
your dedication is appreciated.

As you have just heard 1 Mercian (Cheshire) are currently in
Afghanistan for another tour of duty on Op Herrick. I am glad to
say that members of the CRA continue to offer support that we
saw wherever they can. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (cont.)

I have had the pleasure of serving as chairman of our
association for the last 5 year but I have come to the end of my
tour and will hand over at the end of this meeting and take 5
years of really good memories with me.”

5. The Chairman then gave a report on his visit to the National
Memorial Arboretum (NMA) about the proposed Regimental
Memorial. He showed an aerial photograph of the NMA which
showed that the proposed site for the memorial was flooded. He
then outlined the costs involved in applying for, producing, siting
and maintaining the memorial and estimated that the project
could cost between £90-100k. After some discussion, Major Ron
Goodwin proposed and Mr Alan Jennings seconded the proposal
that the project is abandoned in view of the cost and proposed
location. Carried.

6. Financial Report
The Secretary stated that he has not produced a set of the

financial report for everyone; however there are copies available
for those who want them. He then presented (with the aid of
PowerPoint) a statement of the CRA’s financial position on 31st
October 2012 and explained the liabilities and debtors. He then
presented the position as at 31st January 2013 and invited
questions. Major Goodwin asked about the unredeemed “Beer
Tokens”, the Secretary explained that they should have been
redeemed by 1st December but were still in circulation and they
will be held over for this year.

The Chairman stated that spending is in line with forecasts
made on amalgamation in 2007; however there will be increases
in expenditure in future.

Mr Harold Riley proposed and Mr Ken Jones seconded the
proposal that the accounts be accepted. Carried.

7. Appointment of McLintock and Partners as Independent
Examiners of the Accounts. Mr Keith Parsonage proposed and
Mr Dave Beech seconded the proposal that McLintock and
Partners be re-appointed as Independent Examiners. Carried.

Mr Peter Gresty then relinquished the Chair to Lt Col Oak.

8. The new Chairman began by thanking his predecessor for
his dedication, hard work and ability shown throughout his
period in office, observing that it is not just a cliché to say “He
will be a hard act to follow” – particularly so in respect of his
financial acumen and work regarding benevolence for
Association members. Peter is to remain on the Mercian
Regiment Committee to monitor all aspects of benevolence for
CRA members.

He went on to say that his aim for the CRA is relatively
simple – ‘To do all that is possible to keep the Association in rude
health.’ Achieving the aim is more problematic, but
strengthening links with

a) The Mercian Regiment
b) Our own Officers’ Association
c) All the CRA branches

is the way forward, and that it will be these aspects he will be
concentrating. 

This assumes that as much support as is possible to all CRA-
sponsored events will be forthcoming. Fortunately, the CRA
Management Committee and Board of Trustees are in place to
assist with some of this work. He then spoke about the Secretary
who has indicated that he will be retiring at the end of 2014. In

his opinion, the Secretary does far more for the Association than
is expected and he is concerned that any replacement may never
have served in the forces and may not wish to do more than the
Civil Service job specification requires. We need to make sure
that the Association is able to stand on its own two feet.

He closed by saying that he is looking forward to renewing
friendships and making many more new ones.

9. Major General Peter Martin and President’s Awards:
The Chairmen presented Mr Colin Farrington of Sandbach,

Mr Gordon Smith of Stockport and Mr George Szwejkowski of
Southern Region Branch with The Major General Peter Martin
Awards for their service and commitment to their branches.

The President presented Major John Holden TD with his
award for service and commitment to the CRA. A further award
was made to Mr Ken Cooper of Limavady Branch who was not
present to receive it. 

10. Date and time of the next meeting:
The next meeting will take place on Saturday 15 February.

Following a vote on time of day, it was agreed to hold it at 12 noon. 
The meeting closed and the Chairman invited questions and

the Secretary spoke about upcoming events, especially the
Presentation of New Colours to the Mercian Regiment, Race Day
and the 2014 Mons Pilgrimage. 

The names of the Meeanee prize-winners of the 22 Club
draw were announced.

T E Pickering, Maj (Retd)
Secretary

Gordon Smith receiving his award from Peter Gresty

Major John Holden with his Award
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6th December 2012 was the 30th Anniversary of the Droppin
Well Bomb which was the worst disaster to hit the 22nd since
World War 2. On 9th December well over 50 Cheshire soldiers
and relatives of those killed or wounded went to Ballykelly to
pay their respects by attending a Memorial Church Service and a
Ceremony of laying wreaths on the Memorial Stone. 

As always, it is with great thanks to the Limavady Branch
for ensuring that the event took place in a well organised and
dignified manner.

The following speech was made by Colonel Bob Stewart
DSO MP in the House of Commons on 6th December 2013.
Although some may find it upsetting, I think that many will find
it deeply moving and poignant. I also thought that I would
include the first words from Heidi Alexander MP, who followed
Bob Stewart in the debate (Ed):

Thirty years ago tonight, at eight
minutes past 11, a massive explosion
rocked my house. At the time, I was a
major commanding A Company, 1st
Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment. I
rang the guardroom, because I was the
duty field officer, and was told, “We
think the Droppin’ Well—the disco has
been blown up.” I jumped into my car
and was there within a minute. There
was blackness where the Droppin’ Well
was meant to be—everything else was in
light—and there was silence. I took a
torch from my car and went into what
was left of the building. The first person
I met was a soldier who was only 18. He had a huge stomach and
he was crying—not crying like a baby, but moaning. He was
Private Mark Young, one of my youngest soldiers. I said to him,
“You’ll be all right. You’ll live. Just stay there.” He had a broken
back, although I did not know it.

I went further on into the building and there I found another
soldier, Private Harthern, who said, “Come over here, sir.
Through that gap.” I looked through the gap and saw a girl
called Tina Collins underneath the concrete. She was the wife of
my clerk. She said, “I think Clinton isn’t moving sir.” I said,
“Don’t call me sir, it doesn’t matter. You’ve got to stay there,
Tina.” I left Private Harthern with her. Lance Corporal Clinton
Collins had been promoted by me that day. He and I had played
squash until about 8 o’clock that night. I had taken him home
and he had said, “In celebration, sir, I am taking Tina out for a
drink.” But at eight minutes past 11 he was dead.

I went on, and a boy stood up and asked me whether I was a
doctor. I looked like a doctor—I was wearing a coat. I said, “No, I
am not a doctor.” He said, “She needs a doctor.” I looked down
and saw a girl lying on the ground, entirely mashed—legs gone,
arm a wreck. I knelt down beside her and said, “Are you all right?”
She said, “I think so.” I said, “Oh.” She said, “What’s happened?”
I said, “There’s been a bomb, darling.” She said, “Am I hurt?” I
said, “Quite a bit.” She said, “Am I badly hurt?” I said, “Yes, you
are.” She said, “Am I going to die?” I said, “Yes.” She said, “Will
you hold me?” And I did. Of course, this young girl died. She died
in a state of grace. She died fully conscious that she was dying. And,
thankfully, she died with no pain.

I then discovered that four of my soldiers who had been round
a table were also hit. The first was dead and, rather like a pack of
cards, after the first one had gone down the next one, who was on

top of him, died in two hours and the third one died in three hours.
The fourth, Lance Corporal William Bell, was trapped. I spoke to
William Bell and eventually, when the doctors arrived, they said
that they would have to cut his legs off because it had been four
hours and the rule of thumb was that gangrene sets in in four
hours. I said to him, “Corporal Bell, we are going to have to take
your legs off.” He said, “One hell of a way to get out of the cross-
country run, isn’t it, sir? No legs—good excuse for the regimental
sergeant major.” He said it rather more in soldiers’ language than
that, but bearing in mind that we are in the Chamber of the House
of Commons I have modified the language.

It was a hell of a night. Things got worse, of course, because
in the morning I was ordered by the commanding officer to identify
my soldiers. That took four hours in Altnagelvin hospital morgue.

In total, I had six men killed and more
than 30 wounded. Eleven soldiers died
that night and six civilians, three of them
girls and all of them young. Today is the
30th anniversary of Ballykelly. I have the
honour and privilege to be going there
this weekend to remember those people.

Here is the point—the hon. Member
for Birmingham, Edgbaston (Ms Stuart)
is not in her seat, but she has already
made it: we have a responsibility to look
after people into the future. It is very easy
to concentrate on just the Afghanistan
casualties or, indeed, the Iraq casualties,
but we have had a lot of casualties in the
armed forces and among our civilian
population over the years, particularly

during the troubles in Northern Ireland, where I lost far more men
than anywhere else. In a way, it is understandable that we forget
that we have lost so many people because we are concentrating on
seeing our brave men and women coming back from Afghanistan.

Some people might look and see the people who have been
hurt in previous wars, perhaps in a wheelchair or something like
that, and say that they are a relic of the past. They probably do
not say that, but they might think it. Those people might well be
a relic of the past, but they live in the past. It is the past that has
condemned their future. After all, Mark Young is only 48 and
Lance Corporal William Bell cannot be more than 50, so we have
a responsibility to them. I am using them as examples, because
many more soldiers require to be looked after. We as a
Parliament and we as a people are doing great things for our
servicemen and servicewomen who are hurt now. As we have
heard this afternoon, they get treatment that is world-beating.

I finish by saying this: remember that we also have men and
women from previous conflicts who require world-beating care
for the rest of their lives.

Heidi Alexander (Lewisham East) (Lab): I feel quite
inadequate to follow the speech of the hon. Member for
Beckenham (Bob Stewart). He and I are both Members of
Parliament representing south-east London constituencies. It
would probably be fair to say that we have very different political
views, but after listening to the speech that he has just made,
some of those political views become somewhat irrelevant, given
what he said about his own experience in the armed forces, and
what he and many others who serve in the Army, the RAF and the
Navy see with their own eyes. I feel very honoured and privileged
to have listened to the speech that he gave.

BALLYKELLY – 30th ANNIVERSARY

Harry Conlin, Tony Twiss, Ron Goodwin and Bob Stewart 
in relaxed mode in Ballykelly
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As part of 15th Brigade, 5th Division on 24th August 1914,
the 1st Battalion of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment stood outside
the Belgian village of Audregnies with orders to take up a
defensive position together with the 1st Battalion of the Norfolk
Regiment, The German IV Corps was making rapid progress
towards the French frontier and the role of these two Regiments,
together with L Battery RA, the 9th Lancers and the 4th Dragoon
Guards was to provide cover for the withdrawal of the British 5th
Division. Their action delayed the advance by four hours and in
the end it took 4 German Regiments, each of 3 Battalions to
surround the Battalion, which was by now, standing alone. A
senior German officer is reputed to have said, “I have captured
a Division, but have nothing but Cheshires.”

Throughout the battle, the Battalion had laboured under
great disadvantages; more than half the men were reservists, who
had had no period of training to get them fit or to accustom them
to the officers and NCOs who commanded them. Forced marches
to the Front had proved exhausting, yet on meeting an army of
high reputation, they showed great skill and immense courage.
The situation demanded the utmost in morale and fortitude. In
addition, the Battalion suffered severe losses, and perhaps worst
of all, they had been abandoned by the rest of the Allied army
and left to fight to the death against an enemy sweeping down on
their positions from all directions.

The Commander of 15th Infantry Brigade, Brigadier-
General Count Gleichen said, “The Battalion behaved
magnificently in the face of terrible odds and immense difficulty,
one could not expect more of them. They did their duty, and did
it thunderingly well, as I should have expected from such a
gallant battalion, and I am only grieved that they had such
terrible losses.”

A total of 40 men from the battalion remained unwounded.
Of the 25 officers and 952 other ranks of the 1st Battalion who
had been present at the start of the battle, only 7 officers and 200
other ranks remained alive.

On 24th August 2014, the Cheshire Regiment Association
will be travelling to Audregnies to remember those valiant men
of a Century ago; this letter is an invitation for you to join in.

We have organised 2 packages for you to choose from:

OPTION 1: TRAVEL BY COACH FROM CHESHIRE:

Friday 22nd August 2014 - early start from Chester at 0600hrs,
picking up en route if required at Sandbach Services and Norton
Canes Services. Travel to Dover for a ferry crossing, arriving at
the hotel (Best Western Hotel and Resort Casteau which is close
to SHAPE) in the early evening. Accommodation is in twin
rooms and includes breakfast.

Saturday 23rd August 2014 – 0930hrs, depart for Ypres. 

• Many of the dead of the battle are interred at Cement House
CWGC Cemetery and we will stop there to honour those
men and lay a wreath. 

• Visit the Bayernwald Preserved Trench System or
Passchendaele Memorial Museum (to be decided) then
proceed to Ypres for the remainder of the afternoon. 

• At 1930hrs we gather at the Menin Gate to take places for
the Last Post Ceremony during which a wreath will be laid
on behalf of the CRA. We then return to our hotel, arriving
by 2200hrs.

Sunday 24th August 2014 – 1000hrs, depart for Audregnies. 

• A memorial service will be held as close to the battlefield as
conditions will allow. Wreath laying at the 3 village
cemeteries where some the dead of the battle are interred
(Audregnies, Elouges, Wiheries). 

• A guided tour of the battlefield by a qualified guide, with
some extra assistance from local experts. 

• The day will end with the dedication, we hope of a grove of
oak trees on the Grand Place of Audregnies and a reception
in the village with some of the local population who have
continued to honour our dead through the generations. We
then return to our hotel for the remainder of the evening.

Monday 25th August – 0900hrs Check out and depart for home.

This package will cost a maximum of £397 per person based
on 2 sharing a twin room. It is hoped to secure some grant
funding to reduce this price. Payment can be made in 3
instalments, starting with a £50 per person deposit, payable on
booking, followed by an instalment of £150 in October and a
final payment of the balance in April 2014. 

Please note that your booking will be made with Anglia
Tours and that company’s terms and conditions apply. For those
under the age of 70, free insurance is included, it is regretted that
the policy does not cover the over 70s who are required to
provide their own cover. No member will be permitted to travel
without adequate insurance.

OPTION 2: INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER:

A three-night package starting on Friday 22nd August has
been arranged with the Best Western Lido Hotel in Mons on a
Bed and Breakfast basis.

This package costs £197 per person, based on 2 sharing a
twin/double room. In the first instance a deposit of £50 per
person should accompany your initial booking, the balance will
be due to the tour operator, Spirit of Remembrance, under their
terms and conditions.

It is anticipated that independent travellers will make their
own travel and insurance arrangements throughout the weekend.

Enclosed with this Newsletter are two booking forms, please
select the one appropriate for your Option and once completed,
return it with a deposit cheque payable to “Cheshire Regiment
Association” to RHQ Chester.

CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF MONS

The Battle of Mons depicted in David Rowlands’ painting
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BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
On 25th November Branch members and associates attended

the Birmingham Tattoo. The wooden-floored arena prevents
some of the spectacular demonstrations which used to be seen at
Earl’s Court in the days of the Royal Tournament. Nevertheless,
our group felt that this Tattoo was well produced and worth the
journey. 

Of particular note were the several participating youth
bands, showing high standards of parade and musical skills. It is
encouraging to see young people in traditional style bands as
opposed the US high school type ‘marching bands’ recently
fashionable in the UK. The Royal Jordanian Armed Forces Band
and Pipes were a hit with the audience. Bands from that region
have a distinctive brassy sound which, mingled with pipes,
reminded the writer of many a dawn in the Gulf.

Our Christmas lunch this year was held in the Regimental
Club on 2nd December . Our thanks to Alan and the CRA staff,
who together with the caterers (working in an actual kitchen this
time) made for a most enjoyable conclusion to the year.

We are looking forward to attending the Mercian Regiment’s
Presentation of Colours in June. The last chance for most of us to
witness such an event, we are hoping for a strong attendance.
Apart from Laying-up it will also be probably the last time when
the Battalion will parade under the 22nd Colours. 

The Branch will be represented at the AGM on 23rd
February and our monthly Sunday pub lunches are on-going.
Any CRA members in in our area are welcome. Last but not
least, our congratulations must go to our Member, Arthur Parton,
on reaching his 90th birthday in January, together with our best
wishes for him and for May.

Peter Jackson

CHESTER BRANCH
It’s the time of year when our members wait with baited

breath to hear of any changes to the annual subscription rate. Due
to the severe weather, vicious viral attacks suffered by many
members, and the unavoidable absence of some committee
members we were forced to postpone the AGM planned for 26th
January. So members will have to hold their breaths a little
longer. In the meantime the subs will remain at £8 and should be
paid before 31st March. You have been warned! 

We held a very successful Charity Games evening in late
November. It was in aid of St Dunstan’s and in a very short time,
due to the generosity of all present and the hard work of the
games controllers, we raised £157. Heartened by this result we
intend to hold another such event during this coming year. 

Over thirty members and guests enjoyed a tastily successful
Christmas Sunday lunch on 9th December in spite of the meal
being served by Committee ‘volunteers’. The service they
provided proved that in Manuel, from Fawlty Towers, they had
chosen an excellent role model. On 21st December seventy
members and guests attended the Christmas Draw and witnessed
Henry Dodds winning several prizes to the great delight of all
present. The picture quiz was won by my granddaughter Sophie,
who went home £5 richer. I feel I must stress that I had no hand
in determining the result the winner was decided by a neutral
referee. 

We are looking forward to the Meannee Reunion at
Blackpool and the CRA AGM on 23rd February, and this year’s
Race Day on May 10th which we hope will not be marred by bad

weather. Iggy and his crew are preparing for the annual invasion
in anticipation of an entry in the Guinness Book of Records.
They wish to beat the enormous sales of food and drink achieved
last year, added to the slight chance that someone present might
actually see a horse race. 

To all of you, from all of us here at Chester, we wish good
health, happiness, and may your horse run the right way round
the course.

John Fairbanks

ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
After a struggle with “aged” laptop, greetings from

Ellesmere Port.
Not a very eventful period, the high spot being our Branch

Xmas Lunch and social event in December. Around thirty five
members and friends enjoyed the traditional Xmas repast. After
dinner we were all entertained in his own inimitable way by
compere Harry Goodenough. A vote of thanks go to Brenda and
her ladies for setting tables, providing menu cards etc. A special
vote of thanks goes to members themselves for their generosity
in providing around forty raffle prizes.

At our Branch AGM on a proposal from members the
serving Branch Officers be asked to “carry on soldiering”,
members were thanked by the present Branch officers for their
renewed confidence. There was only one change, - in June 2012
we said our last goodbyes to Branch stalwart and Vice President
Les Stuffin. One motion from members, John (Tiny) Davies
agreed to step in and fill this post.

Our next Branch meeting agenda will concentrate mainly on
planning our activities for 2013. 

Gordon Kipps

KIRKHAM BRANCH
On 15th January the Annual General Meeting of the branch

took place at the Stables Hotel, Kirkham. The meeting was well
attended and much debate took place. Secretary, Ricky Burchett,
Chairman Noel Brookes and Treasurer Bill Birkett were asked to
carry on the good work that they were doing for the branch. They
all agreed to do so.

The branch Christmas party once again went well. It was
great to see so many members, friends and family having such a
good time at the Stables Hotel. Our next function is the Meeanee
Reunion at Blackpool, where we can meet up with old friends. It
will then be on to the CRA AGM at Chester on 23rd February.

That’s all for now.
John Gibson

MACCLESFIELD BRANCH
Sadly I begin by recording the loss of Mrs Irene Worrall,

who died in 16th January. I hope that a separate obituary will
appear elsewhere in this newsletter. She will be sadly missed and
on behalf of the branch I offer my sincere condolences to Frank.

Christmas seems like an age ago apart from the snow, which
we are still currently enduring around Cheshire. How did we
cope all those years ago? Now it seems that a couple of flakes
and the modern cars adopt a sideways motion, whether 4x4 or
otherwise. Hence the “Chelsea Tractors” lay strewn along the
roads and the darling school children have had to put their lower
limbs to use whilst their mothers explain “this is called walking”.

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES
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God forbid them making snowballs or sliding down a hill on a
tea-tray with only a bobble-hat as armour. In our day the
caretaker only brought sand, now it’s cotton wool!

Anyway, I hope you all stayed safe over the winter period,
but while we complain about the snow, ice or just cold, let us
consider our comrades in Afghanistan. Here’s hoping that they
all return safely. Perhaps we should start planning now for a
respectable home-coming for the regiment, as some of the past
marches have been poorly attended. This may be due to poor
publicity by the local newspaper (as in Macclesfield).

The grand Meeanee Reunion is in Blackpool next week.
Both my wife, Rosemarie and myself are looking forward to
seeing a lot of you up there, but be warned as I am reading up on
my one-line jokes to share with you. Conjunctivitus.com! Now
that’s a site for sore eyes! That’s one of the better ones.

Here’s just a thought regarding the suggestion of the
Mercian Eagle being attached to branch standards. I think that it
is important to realise that there will be no more Cheshire
Regiment soldiers leaving the Army. They are now Mercian. The
remaining ex-Cheshires are the members of our branches (many
are not branch members – Ed) and we must consider their ages.
To add something to the standard to give them added shelf life is
surely a positive move? I personally cannot see why there should
be such a large objection.

Finally, February brings our annual Meeanee Service at
Capesthorne Hall Chapel, when we are joined by members from
Stockport for both the service and a meal at the Flower Pot in
Macclesfield. I do hope that Keith Mort is recovered enough to
attend as usual.

Good luck and best wishes to you all.
Andy Wood 

NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
Firstly may I say, on behalf of the branch, a very happy,

peaceful, prosperous and healthy New Year to all within the
CRA. The branch continues with a good membership and
attendance at our monthly meetings. As always there is much
lively discussion and humour.

Again there was an excellent attendance at the pre-Christmas
dinner, held at the Peacock in Nantwich, organised under the
direction of our treasurer, Dave Waring. Some of our members
continue to be unwell and “thinking of you” cards have been sent
on behalf of the branch.

There was a good attendance at our AGM, held in January,
when reports were given by our president, chairman and
treasurer. Harry Tomkinson was thanked for all his services to
the branch over the years as he stepped down as chairman. The
yearly accounts were presented and approved and branch officers
were elected: President – Ray Stafford MBE; Chairman – Brian
Billington/Harry Tomkinson; Treasurer – Dave Waring; Almoner
– Peter Von Hoffman; PR Officer – Ray Stafford MBE. The
Branch Standard Bearer is Dave Waring and his Deputy is Wilf
Burgess.

Details of the branch activities for the year are being
formulated as these notes go to post. The events will no doubt
include Chester Race Day, Mons Reunion and the East Cheshire
Reunion.

At the monthly meeting following the AGM it was
unanimously resolved that £300 should be sent to the Mercian
Regiment Benevolent Fund.

The branch continues to meet in the Crosville Social Club in
Chester Street, Crewe on the last Tuesday of each month, from
7.30pm with the meeting commencing at 8pm. New members are
always welcome. Do come and join us. The next meeting is on
Tuesday 26th March.

Ray Stafford

SOUTHERN REGION
After a quiet Christmas the branch quickly got back into

action with our AGM on 24th January. Once again all the usual
suspects kindly volunteered their services to serve on the
committee, and without too much ceremony all were duly
elected. 

We have recently carried out a small recruitment campaign
and we are very pleased to report that a number of hitherto
unknown ex-22nd living in the south have rallied to the Southern
Region’s standard. Welcome to you all.

The one event that has dominated the early months of the
year has been our Meeanee Ladies Dinner. This year, for the first
time we held it in the Victory Services Club. It was an excellent
evening, with superb food and wine to go with the equally
excellent company. Our thanks once again to Trevor Taylor for
pulling all the strings and for the two Lynnes for their expert
execution of the raffle. We hope that next year we will see even
more enjoying this not-to-be forgotten event.

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

The oak tree planted by Nantwich & District Branch at the 
National Arboretum on 21st August 2012.
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It is good to report that John Ferns, our esteemed treasurer is
making a slow but sure recovery from his very serious illness. Our
thoughts are with Harry Conlin, who is suffering greatly. We
would like to take this opportunity to let Harry and Jane know that
we are all thinking of you both during this very difficult time.

As the snowdrop gives way to the crocus and daffodil our
thoughts turn once more to the Army and Navy rugby match, to
be played at Twickenham on Saturday 27th April 2013. We also
look forward to Chester Races on Friday 10th May. Let’s hope
that this year we at least see the racecourse.

Our next meeting will be at 7pm on Thursday 25th April in
the WOs and NCOs’ Mess of the Mounted Regiment, Hyde Park
Barracks, Knightsbridge. Please do come along if you are able to.

Finally our very best wishes and congratulations to Les
Stelfox, who will be 100 on 9th May 2013.

George Szwejkowski 

STOCKPORT BRANCH
When you read these scribblings all the Festivities will be

over, the long cold and wet winter did not stop our social life.
Representatives from Stockport went over to Ballykelly with
friends to pay our respects to those who were so cruelly
murdered on that fateful day. Reports told me that the Hospitality
shown was first class and though the weather was bitterly cold
the warm welcome made up for any discomfort. Many thanks to
Peter Gresty for posting the link on Facebook thus enabling those
who could not attend to enjoy some of the occasion.

Our Branch AGM was duly held and resulted in no changes
to our Committee other than Paul Lomas’ appointment as
temporary Secretary until Keith Mort is back in action. No
change to Committee tells me the membership must be happy
with what we do (More like no-one else wants the job) Our
annual Ladies Dinner saw 22 Ladies of the Branch enjoy a
superb three course dinner, wine and the customary chinwag and
Karaoke after in the Bar.

Our Branch Diary is once again full with the addition of the
Annual Veterans Day Dinner and Dance plus the Annual East
Cheshire Reunion to be added. Paul and his Wife Hazel Lomas
will once again organise the Veterans event. Anyone who missed
last year’s occasion will be best advised to listen out for further
details as numbers will be restricted.

It is hoped that by the time you read these notes we at
Stockport will have attended once again the Meeanee Service at
Capesthorne Hall along with members of the Macclesfield
Branch. We look forward this event which is held annually in the
tiny Chapel at the home of Lord Bromley Davenport. The meal
at The Flower Pot isn’t too bad either.

Someone once said “Our Blazers are hardly ever off” well
yet another ‘Do’ at The Old 13th Cheshire Astley Volunteer
Rifleman Corps Inn (AKA The Rifleman) was on the cards. This
being reputedly the oldest Pub in England enhanced by the
number of ‘Old Farts’ in attendance.

My sincere apologies for not thanking John Holden and Alan
Jennings’s organising of the Annual East Cheshire Reunions,
This event is a long established occasion in our calendar. Thank
you gentlemen and welcome to the new organisers in the shape
of Messrs Lawrence Dunning and Peter Gresty. Please feel
assured that the Stockport Branch CRA will always be willing to
help if needed.

A lovely Greetings card from our new found friends in
Belgium (St Julian Dressing Station) was received along with
photographic updates on the refurbishment of the Dressing
Station plus an invite to stay (visit) with them should we decide
to return to Belgium.

Gordon H Smith

WALSALL BRANCH
Our Christmas dinner/dance was our usual successful event

with 70 people in attendance. Some of the people who attended
travelled from far and wide and we thank them for the effort that
they put in get to the venue. The meal was 4 course followed by
coffee with mince pies with the artist being that good we have
booked him already for our Malaya/Singapore Reunion which will
be held on the 22 June (sat) at the usual venue, Pelsall Labour Club.
We hope CRA and friends are able to come to this fabulous event. 

As I reported in the last issue Len Eyton attended the 30th
Anniversary Dropping Well bombing. The service was held in
Tamlashfinlagan Church which is where the memorial now rests.
The church was packed with both military and civilians. After the
service wreaths were laid and an oak tree planted in memory of
those who died. It was a very moving afternoon. It was also great
to meet with old friends and make new ones. Len says it was a
weekend to remember. 

We are hoping to get some members attending the AGM but
due to the cancellation at short notice of our February meeting
we were not able to have a head count for attendance. I
personally will be on holiday so offer my apologies for missing
the meeting. 

We are hoping to be represented at the race day in May and
that this year it goes ahead after the misfortune of last year. Our
next branch meeting will be 7th March.

Reg Smith

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

Nothing but Mothers Pride and processed cheese – the new
austerity measures at the Southern Region Meeanee Dinner!

SNIPPETS
Those who watch or listen to TV and radio may recall

some of these double-entendres:
Pat Glenn, weightlifting commentator - ‘And this is Gregoria
from Bulgaria. I saw her snatch this morning and it was
amazing!’
New Zealand Rugby Commentator - ‘Andrew Mehrtens
loves it when Daryl Gibson comes inside of him.’
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THE FAMAGUSTA STORY
I have said it before and, at risk of boring my reader, I will

say it again. During my army career I never went looking for
trouble, it always found me. Things just happened. 

For instance, during my two and a half years’ service in the
Canal Zone I had only one spell of R & R in Cyprus. I was thus
able to sample the heady delights of the Golden Sands Holiday
Camp near Famagusta. As my memory begins to fade I can but
recall that the best thing about the place was that it was right on
the beach and that the sea was very warm. It was also very handy
for young squaddies who wished to sample the social and
educational amenities available in the town. 

One of these establishments that I was persuaded to visit
bore the inspiring name of ‘The Spitfire Club.’ It was
undoubtedly a popular meeting place which I feel was mainly
due to the large number of friendly young ladies who tended to
the needs of their customers with great enthusiasm. The dance
floor was slightly larger than a postage stamp and was so
crowded it was impossible to dance. Several times that evening,
on a small stage in one corner of the room, a variety of
entertainers appeared and gave artistic demonstrations. 

The appearance of note was made by a nubile young lady
who was a contortionist. Her costume, for want of a better word,
consisted of three strategically placed items. She wore a small
star on each nipple, and a fragile looking ‘G’ string. She
performed on a narrow, raised platform, some six feet above the
stage, and was therefore visible to the entire audience. As she
twisted her supple body into impossibly unnatural positions, fifty
pairs of lustful eyes, most of which had not set eyes on a female
for at least a year, followed her every move. She was bent over
backwards with her head between her knees when it happened.
The ‘G’ string snapped. What followed next was truly
miraculous. How that young woman managed, in a split second,
to straighten up without doing herself a mischief and flee from
the onrushing and inflamed horde I will never know. What I do
consider nothing short of a miracle was that for once I managed

to escape from the scene of the crime before the Redcaps arrived
to quell the ensuing riot.

COLD CASE
Another example of the way in which I was a misfortune

magnet occurred shortly after I returned to duty from my Cyprus
holiday. It seemed only a matter of hours before I found myself
on stag, at the entrance to the Brigade Cold Storage Plant, on the
outskirts of Suez. 

After perhaps an hour of boredom I saw a three ton lorry,
carrying our daily supplies approaching. I recognised the driver
and escort so without more ado I opened the barrier. It was only
after the vehicle stopped, instead of driving through, that I saw
that our beloved CSM had been secreted behind the escort. He
was not pleased with my blatant contravention of standing
orders. I should have stopped the truck and made them dismount
in case they were being hijacked. I failed to do so and as a result
I was charged with that offence. 

On returning to camp a couple of days later, at the end of the
duty, I reported to the Company Office to find out when I would be
on orders. On being told that I would be tried at 1400 hrs the next
day I informed our friendly Sergeant Major that I had a problem. I
had been selected to play for the Company football team in the Inter
Company Final and kick off was 1430 hrs. The CSM told me that
I should parade as ordered but it would be acceptable for me to
wear my football kit. I followed his advice and he immediately
placed me on another charge for being improperly dressed on OC’s
Orders. After the charges had been read out, and the CSM had
given his evidence, I was asked to explain myself. I readily
confessed to contravening Guard Standing orders at the Cold
Storage, and told the Major that I was dressed in football gear
because the CSM had told me to do so. The OC’s verdict was short
and sweet. ‘Admonished’ on the first charge, ‘no case to answer’ on
the second, with the added comment, “Make sure you win!” Our
revered CSM was transferred to another company two days later.
We lost the final. John Fairbanks

JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES

THE STAND-OFF AT LONDONDERRY BRIDGE

On the first tour of Northern Ireland my platoon was given
the daunting task of guarding the double decker road bridge that
linked the two sides of Londonderry.

Our platoon sergeant, who will remain nameless read the
standing orders and was immediately out on patrol to fulfil this
critical task.

As the sergeant spiralled up from the lower deck onto the
upper level, he was confronted by a group of people gathering on
the bridge. He knew from reading standing orders that public
gatherings were not permitted on the bridge and so he
immediately took command of the situation. He announced in a
loud voice, “This is an illegal gathering. Disperse now or I will
be forced to take action.”

The crowd held their ground and were obviously unwilling
to comply with the order. He raised his voice and said again,
“THIS - IS - AN - ILLEGAL - GATHERING. DISPERSE -
NOW - OR - I - WILL - BE - FORCED - TO - TAKE -
ACTION”.

The woman standing nearest to him said, “Sergeant, we’re
all waiting for a bus and if you look up, you’ll see that you are
standing under the bus stop.”

Reassessing the situation and realising that flexibility was
required to keep the situation under control, he announced, “This
is an illegal gathering. As soon as the bus arrives, you will
disperse onto it and leave the area.”

At that very moment, the No 48 bus arrived, and the crowd,
as instructed, obediently dispersed onto it and left the area. The
patrol then continued on its way across the Londonderry Bridge,
safe in the knowledge that peace and order had been restored.

HC

Craigavon Bridge, Londonderry, scene of an “illegal” gathering.
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Having completed one hazardous course as a dispatch rider
the provost Sergeant recommended me for further punishment,
and I found myself posted to Guilford for two weeks to train as
a fire fighter with the Surrey fire brigade. After a fortnight of
being soaking wet, and crawling through smoked filled
buildings, we then had to leap off the top of a fifteen-story block
of flats wearing only a Davis escape halter. I found that Leaping
into space without any safety lines put me off ever wanting to
reside in a penthouse, or join the fire service. ON returning to
Colchester with a qualification as a fire NCO, I felt that perhaps
a red beret and a free fall certificate would have been more
appropriate. 

Two weeks before our departure from Colchester, the
advance party received orders to layout all their kit for inspection
by the Officer in Charge. On completion of the inspection, he
declared that we were unfit for purpose, and he would continue
to parade us until he decided that we were smart enough for the
continentals to feast their eyes upon us. Unfortunately, he kept
his word and we paraded several times before he surrendered,
and admitted that the problem was the new type of Probert’s
blanco and too many shapeless scruffs. On the evening of our
departure, quite a crowd had gathered at the main entrance, to
say farewell. Most of them were female, a number of which
appeared to have gained weight. Nevertheless, there was more
joy than grief on the lads’ faces as we passed through the main
gate, and departed from such a dismal barracks 

By the time, we boarded the train and arrived at Harwich
docks it was late evening and the troopship at the moorings had
a close resemblance to the infamous Titanic. On boarding the
ship, it was noticeable how much the vessel was heaving even
though we were still inside the breakwater thankfully there was
no sign of icebergs.

When eventually the troopship Vienna slipped her moorings
and headed out into the North Sea to battle with the force-eight
gale, I dashed below to the canteen and, in keeping with the old
adage that a full stomach is better than an empty one in a storm,
I devoured two pork pies. I never discovered whether it was the
rolling of the ship or the salmonella in the pies, but I spend most
of the voyage vomiting. I also failed to appreciate an old sailor’s
joke when a passing deckhand recommended strawberry jam
sandwiches as the ideal grub before a rough voyage as they taste
the same coming up as they do going down.

On arrival at The Hook of Holland, some of the troops were
so ill that when the instructions came to prepare for
disembarkation they mistook it for an order to abandon ship. I
somehow managed to get ashore quicker than the Captain of a
sinking Italian cruise liner, and the feel of concrete under my feet
never felt better. An officious N.C.O, informed us to follow the
signs to the movement control desk however, the odious aroma
on the quayside indicated that the majority of the lads had
already lost control of their movements. At the desk, we received
a haversack ration bag and, then directed to our carriages, which
were significantly better than those of British Railways. It was
good to see that, the Dutch at least knew how to treat troops

A young fresh faced Engineer Officer arrived and briefed us
on the journey to Berlin, He informed us that the first stage of our
excursion would be to Hanover were we would stay until
nightfall, because the Russians would not allow us to travel
through their zone during daylight hours. He finished his briefing
by informing us of the location of the bogs which was a bit too
late as most of our insides were still on the ship.

As we travelled through the Germany, there was very little

visual evidence of collateral damage to the towns and cities.
Having lived on the Wirral during the blitz on Liverpool, and
Merseyside, I had witnessed the enormous damage done to that
area; I found it, hard to believe that after a ground war, and so
much bombing by the allies Germany appeared to have
completely recovered, in less than ten years.

On arrival at Hanover we were given time to stretch our legs
while awaiting nightfall, before recommencing our journey to
the border crossing point at Helmstadt. At about ten pm, a
platoon of Russian soldiers carrying drum fed sub machine guns
boarded the train and began ordering us to close the curtains,
which seemed a little odd considering it was pitch black outside.
Once the carriages were blacked out we were allowed to proceed,
and were not subjected to any more red tape. When the train
finally came to a halt on the outskirts of the British sector the
Russians departed.

Spandau station was as dismal as most British Rail centres
and the only people on the platforms appeared to be British
service personnel we were soon ushered on to waiting trucks and
on our way to Brook Barracks, which was located on Wilhelm
Strasse on the outskirts of Spandau a suburb of Berlin. This area
gave its name to the German forces most lethal light machine
gun, which many experts still say, was the finest light machine
gun ever produced.

Brook Barracks
1955

Wilhelmstrasse was quite a wide road with Brook Barracks
on one side and the notorious Spandau prison opposite. This at the
time still housed six war criminals, with the most prominent being
Rudolf Hess Hitler’s deputy, who managed to fly a Messerschmitt
Bf110 from Bonn to Scotland. It is still a mystery today how he
avoided the anti-aircraft flak, and RAF fighter planes without
detection. I personally have never heard of any logical reason why
he carried out such a foolhardy stunt. I suppose it is possible that
his navigation was just crap, and that he really meant to fly to the
Costa del Sol. The other high-ranking prisoner was Admiral
Donitz Hitler’s successor, who masterminded the U-boat
campaign, and was found guilty of war crimes. Which some
senior British officers at the time felt was unjust.

Compared to our last three locations, the barracks were
exceptional. The accommodation was spacious and warm with
indoor training facilities in the attics and basements, all of which
had double-glazing and central heating. The camp appeared to
contain everything that a battalion needed which seemed too

THE JOURNEY TO BERLIN 1955 by Bill Helliwell

Spandau Prison
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good to be true. The
only downside I could
see was the massive
parade ground, and
assault course, both of
which I knew I would
become very familiar
with, when the
provost sergeant
arrived.

With only
eighteen months of
my service life left
Berlin appeared to be
quite an amenable
posting. I took over
the guardroom
inventory and
checked the
battalion’s fire

equipment the likes of which I had only ever seen in silent
movies with Buster Keaton. I was also shown the area hot spots
purely for professional reasons, The Hopfenblute, The Eck and
The Kayuty. The three main bars were the friendly fraulines
gathered, and in addition were most inter unit boxing bouts took

place. The incumbent regimental police were not only very
friendly, and informative, but gave me valuable tips on
fraternising, to pass on to the lads. 

There was however, a dark cloud on the horizon wearing
three stripes and it was due to arrive in the area very shortly.
Perhaps a careless word in the right bar may encourage the KGB
to intercept, at Helmstadt.

The thing that is most obvious about advance parties is that
nobody seems to be in charge. The regiment in situ just want to
hand over the accommodation, equipment, and weapons and
disappear from the crime scene before any fraudulent,
misdemeanours or irregularities, are uncovered. Meanwhile The
Officers and Senior N.C.O’s on the advance party are so
engrossed in any stratagem for gain by their opposite numbers
they have little time to supervise the troops. This lack of
supervision led to some of us nipping out of camp to check out
the local brew, and determine whether German beer was stronger
than British. Sadly, it was, and the bar frau, commonly known as
Russian Bertha who had the physic of a sumo wrestler,
catapulted us through the door just because someone would not
pay for a broken glass. We returned to camp slightly inebriated
and I awoke the next morning with the mother of all headaches.
It was a sobering thought that when the main body arrived in
three-week’s time, the guardroom was going to have to be
prepared to accommodate many new residents.

THE JOURNEY TO BERLIN 1955 by Bill Helliwell

Rudolf Hess with Adolf Hitler

Bridie and I were talking together in our local Pub in
Bridgend, South Wales. As many of you may know Bridie’s
laughter and northern accent always provokes interest from those
around us especially in the deep south of Wales. This time it was
from three people, two men and one woman sat in the corner near
us. A voice saying “ere are you two from up north”? in a
distinctly Cheshire accent. We are quite used to people trying to
mimic our northern drawl but this one was real. It turned out this
family were from Hyde in what is now Greater Manchester and
now living on the same estate as us here in Bridgend. We all
became friends that night with a common link drawing us
together.

After a few meetings in the pub it turned out the Bradbury
family, “Ivan”, the father was living with his son Chris and his
wife Andrena, after Ivan’s wife had recently died. Two claims to
fame came out in our talks together. Ivan’s wife was for many
years the infamous Dr Harold Shipman’s secretary and the whole
family were registered with his practice back in Hyde.

Now 83 years old, Ivan’s second claim to fame he spent at
least some of this National Service days as a Private in the
Cheshire Regiment. Ivan served from 3rd August 1947 until 18th
August 1949, training at the Dale camp. Before his service days
and again afterwards he was an avid runner and a member of the
East Cheshire Harriers in Ashton-under-Lyne. This as you will be
aware helped tremendously in his Army days.

Ivan’s Drill Sergeant was the well-known “Terrible Ted
Talbot” as he put it, He said Ted was the best Drill Sgt at the
Dale, a hard man, but fair with all. Ivan was in “A” Company and
remembers his Company Sgt Major: CSM Spencer, he also
remembers CSM Bradshaw (B Coy). Ivan always talks about
what he calls the “Pearson Cup” the race he always won in his
time with the Cheshires’. Ivan says that CSM Spencer had a bet
with his rival in B coy CSM Bradshaw on the outcome of the

Pearson, Ivan won and was granted a 72 hour pass for his trouble.
Ivan also talks about a Sgt Honey, Cpl Bruce and Ivor Allchurch
from the days at the Dale. As you can imagine Ivan was kept
back at the Dale for a long time before he was finally posted to
Dover for his Corps training with the Royal Artillery. Ivan
worked and trained with many famous people that were also
conscripted into the forces, he mentioned Spencer Churchill a
wrestler and the now Sir Christopher John Chataway who was
the pacemaker when Roger Bannister ran the first sub-four
minute mile. Ivan enjoyed his time with the Cheshire’s, saying he
would have never have joined except for National Service,
saying it was a nuisance at the time but he wouldn’t now change
it for the world.

You can always rely on our Bridie to liven up the world and
bring people together and to open up their shells. Next time you
are out and about take a look at the person in the corner as you
never know what you have in common.

Roy Banwell

CHESHIRES, CHESHIRES, CHESHIRES EVERYWHERE by Roy Banwell

SNIPPETS
More double-entendres:

Ken Brown commentating on golfer Nick Faldo and his
caddie Fanny Sunneson lining-up shots at the Scottish Open:
‘Some weeks Nick likes to use Fanny, other weeks he prefers
to do it himself.
Steve Ryder covering the US Masters: ‘Ballesteros felt much
better today after a 69 yesterday.’
Clair Frisby talking about a jumbo hot dog on Look North
said: ‘There’s nothing like a big hot sausage inside you on a
cold night like this.’
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Until the age of 27 I lived with my family in the Stockport
suburb of Cheadle Heath, hence my conscription into the 22nd
Cheshire Regiment at the age of 18. As children, we kept rabbits
in a variety of hutches in the back garden. For those of you who
are familiar with keeping rabbits you will know that they
produce quite large quantities of urine and rabbit currents and,
accordingly, require to have their sawdust and hay changed at
frequent intervals. Fortunately for us, there was a beautiful old
early Victorian house just up the road in Cheadle, set in spacious
grounds. Attached to the house was a saw-mill where small boys
laden with empty shopping bags could have them filled with
sawdust at bargain prices. To pay for the sawdust one had to go
round a long path which led eventually to this beautiful Victorian
house. In the house were one or two ladies - the wife and
daughters of the owners, the Roscoe family.

As time progressed I gave up keeping rabbits in favour of
keeping toys more in keeping with my age, such as motor bikes
and Claude Butler bicycles. Time moved on and I eventually
finished up in the village of Sutton Bonington in South
Nottinghamshire. One day, a new lady turned up in church. After
a few enquiries I soon discovered that she had recently moved to
the village from Cheshire to be near her son, Arnold, a friend of
mine, obviously also from Cheshire. She told me that as a girl she
used to live in Cheadle at the old sawmill and that her maiden
name was Roscoe. I must have known her as one of the owner’s
daughters, working in the office, 35 years previously.

Some years later, after her death, her son, Arnold, and I were
both members of the same club. A few months ago, I read this
poem in the club magazine. At the bottom, the editor had printed,
‘Thanks to Arnold Goodwin’.

I have a little Satnav,
It sits there in my car.
A Satnav is a driver’s friend,
It tells you where you are.

I have a little Satnav,
I’ve had it all my life,
It’s better than the normal ones,
My Satnav is my wife.

She gives me full instructions,
Especially how to drive.
“It’s thirty miles an hour,” it says.
“You’re doing thirty five.”

It tells me when to stop and start,
And when to use the brake,
And tells me when it’s never ever 
Safe to overtake.

It tells me when a light is red
And when it goes to green,
It seems to know instinctively
Just when to intervene.

It lists the vehicles just in front
And all those to the rear
And taking this into account
It specifies my gear.

I’m sure no other driver
Has so helpful a device
For when we leave and lock the car
It still gives its advice.

It fills me up with counselling.
Each journey’s pretty fraught
So why don’t I exchange it
And get a quieter sort?

Ah well, you see it cleans the house,
Makes sure I’m properly fed,
It washes all my shirts and things
And – keeps me warm in bed!

Despite all these advantages
And my tendency to scoff,
I do wish that once in a while
I could switch the damn thing off.

Assuming that Arnold had written the poem, I felt that I ought to
rush to the defence of his wife, who might be feeling a bit sore at
her description. So I wrote the following response in the next
edition:

Ode to the Satnav (Part 2)

I also have a Satnav
I take her on my way.
She really is a friend in need,
She rarely lets me stray.

I’m grateful to my Satnav,
I’ve had her just five years.
She always keeps me company
And saves me many tears.

I talk to her before I leave,
And wait to hear her voice.
I find it such a great relief
When she has made her choice.

She knows the traffic jams ahead
And tells me when to turn,
She guides me to the motorways
By routes I never learn.

I rarely have my wife with me
When going out on calls,
And sometimes on a large estate
Excitement really palls.

When you’re alone, it’s getting dark
And don’t know where you are,
It can be kind of scary
Though locked up in your car.

Those days have gone when by myself
I stopped to read the map.
The torch I used would often fade
Or drop down off my lap.

BEWARE OF BREACH OF COPYRIGHT by Arthur Clarke
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You can’t imagine what a change,
When late at night I roam,
At 11.15 on the A14
And say, “Please take me Home.”

When safe at home and having tea,
My gratitude is dead.
I drop her in her little drawer
And hug my wife instead.

I was astounded to get a call from Arnold a short while later
saying that he had not written the poem attributed to him at all
but copied it straight off the internet. It didn’t have a name and
the editor assumed that Arnold had written it. So, to make
amends he wrote the following humble apology:

The magazine for which we write has sometimes room to spare.
So abhorring vacuums as we do, some words must go in there.
I sent a poem in one day by persons quite unknown.
Just the job to go in there. Though it doesn’t raise the tone.

The editor was delighted and really very soon
He’d married up the words to a Google sourced cartoon.

“It’s perfect,” he was heard to say, “We’ll use it next time round.”
Put, ‘Thanks to Arnold,’ at the end. He’ll like that I’ll be bound.”

“We like your poem,” people said. “It made us laugh you see.”
“I’m very pleased,” said I, “Cos it’d nowt to do wi’ me.”
“Enjoy the accolades,” I heard, and more than one that said it.
“Don’t let it slip, it’s not your work, just wallow in the credit.”

Plagiarism – a device for gaining much attention.
When one’s own creative efforts rarely get a mention.
The trouble is you start to sweat and wake up in the night.
What if the author were to sue for breach of copyright?

It’s too late now, what’s done is done and what will be will be.
I’ve learned a lesson. That’s for sure. It’s been imposed on me.
Before you help an editor to fill some space that’s free.
Make sure that your material is sent anonymously.

P.S. The last time I tried to get home from The Castle in
Chester after the Suez Reunion it was dark and I was lost.
Without my satellite I would still be going up and down the M6
somewhere.

Arthur Clarke

BEWARE OF BREACH OF COPYRIGHT by Arthur Clarke

Although there are thousands of books about the Second
World War, they are usually specific about a particular aspect, or
theatre of operations. Those that attempt to encapsulate the whole
event, from start to finish, tend to be a bit sterile or lack any
human aspect. Most of all they usually consist of several volumes
and tend to be books of reference, as opposed to a good read.

The title of Max
Hastings’ book is apt as
the war was arguably
the most momentous
event in the history of
the world. Something
like 60 million people
were killed by their
fellow man, with only a
small proportion of that
staggering total killed
in actual fighting. The
majority lost their lives
as a result of man’s
inhumanity, hunger,
cold and just plain
neglect.

What I found most
appealing about this
book was that from the
opening days of the war

in Poland, to the aftermath of Nagasaki, personal experiences,
from all sides feature heavily, giving a very human (or on many
occasions inhuman) face to the grand strategies normally
associated with works of this nature. Although personal accounts
are the backbone of this book, some of the statistics are just as
mesmerising. The Soviets shot more of their own soldiers than
the entire British losses in Europe. Over half a million died in the
siege of Leningrad, mostly by starvation. Perhaps one of the

strangest facts was that the Soviets were obliged to send a
trainload of cats to Leningrad, because the resident cats had all
been eaten, with none left to keep down the plague of rats living
off the carcasses of the dead.

It is horrifying and gruesome at times but nevertheless
fascinating. Max Hastings takes a more journalistic approach
than purely an academic historian and the book is all the better
for it. He spares nobody when meting out blame for the many
inhuman acts committed, not least the British, whose colonial
behaviour, particularly in India, was pretty shameful by today’s
standards. The French also get a bit of a hammering, and I was
shocked to learn that so many French had anti-British feelings
even whilst under the German jackboot.

Max Hastings admits that he has purposefully omitted, or
glossed over some events that he had already covered in previous
books. I think that this is a pity, as the book loses some of its
balance as a result. I think that it would have been worth the extra
pages in order for it to stand alone as a complete and
extraordinary work on a very difficult subject.

Nevertheless I have no hesitation in recommending this
book to anybody who wants to learn about the Second World War
in a very clear and very readable way. GS

BOOK REVIEW: ALL HELL LET LOOSE – THE WORLD AT WAR by Max Hastings

SNIPPETS
And more double-entendres:

Mike Hallett discussing missed snooker shots on Sky Sports:
‘Stephen Hendry jumps on Steve Davis’s misses every
chance he gets.’
Michael Buerk on watching Phillipa Forrester cuddle up to a
male astronomer for warmth during BBC1’s UK eclipse
coverage remarked: They seem cold out there, they’re
rubbing each other and he’s only come in his shorts! 
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Editor,

The variety of articles in the CRA Newsletter make it of
particular interest – not least in the December issue the Dean’s
sermon at the Mons Service. Bill Helliwell’s ramblings are good
fun – I note he is about to depart on the Advance Party to Berlin
in 1955 – at which point our paths must have crossed, for I was
a very junior officer in charge of 800 cubic foot of baggage –
sufficient to delay the departure of the Hanover train by 40
minutes.

The enclosed diary notes may help to set the scene:

Germany still seems to lie beneath the sombre cloud of war.
Spidery ruins cast cruel shadows on diminutive shacks and
prefabs.

Our barracks, originally built for the SS were quite
luxurious, having central heating and double glazing. They lay in
the shadow of the infamous Spandau Prison holding five war
criminals.

This morning Phillip Oulton and I explored the shops of
Spandau and climbed into the vast 1936 Olympic
Stadium……….. Some months later the Regimental Band and
Corps of Drums beat retreat in this most poignant of arenas
………………next we paid our respects at the Broken Ridge
Memorial to those killed in the Airlift to the besieged Berlin.

My other job was running the Mess. Fortunately I had an
excellent corporal to help me along with eight German staff – all
to look after four officers!

Every day this week swimming, squash, cross country
running………..by now I was instructing an NCO Cadre
…………… this included several two-day exercises in the
Grudwell Forest. Great fun with Jeeps!

October 1955 Company Commander off sick so I had to take
Orders, attend two conferences, meet new Brigadier, play
basketball, run in Battalion cross country, take Adjutant’s parade
– all rather worrying but enjoyable.

CO’s Orders – the Colonel wished me bon voyage, good luck
and thanked me for my enthusiasm and hard work……..then a
final route march.

To sum up, I welcomed the challenge and excitement of
National Service. Always I was aware that the day to day control
and discipline was in the hands of the regular senior NCOs – how
we must have tried their patience! Obviously not everyone had
such an interesting posting as mine – of four school friends one
stayed in England, one a year in Bermuda, another in West Africa
and Max Raingill of the Manchesters was killed in Malaya. The
legacy of National Service is that a great many men have a deep
understanding and sympathy with those now in the Services.

Frank E Hulme

EDITH CAVELL - ADDENDUM

Some readers may recall that I wrote a short article in last
September’s issue about Edith Cavell and her connection with
the 22nd during the First World War. Recently I was contacted by
Roger Stanton, a former member of the 22nd, but who now
organises an association called the WW2 Escape Lines Memorial
Society.

The society is dedicated to the ‘helpers’, escapers and
evaders who either organised or used the escape lines of
mainland Europe during WW2. Their membership is made up of
former WW2 ‘helpers’, escapers and evaders, their families and
friends, historians, researchers, and others who are interested in
their aims.

Apparently the one exception to their focus on World War 2
is their dedication to Edith Cavell. Every December, when they
meet in London, they lay a wreath at her statue, which stands just
off Trafalgar Square. 

Roger Stanton has taken a very personal interest in the link
between soldiers of the Cheshire Regiment and Edith Cavell and
he is currently researching further with a view to the 100th
anniversary of her death, on 12th October 2015.

For those who are interested, you can see a great deal of
information about the WW2 Escape Lines Memorial Society on
their website: www.ww2escapelines.co.uk. It is well worth a
look.

George Szwejkowski

AN EASY WAY TO DONATE
Do you shop online?
Do you buy ebooks from Amazon for your Kindle?
Do you book flights or holidays online?

If the answer to any of these questions is yes then you can
donate to the Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund without it
costing a penny out of your own pocket.

How? The answer to that is really simple, just go to the
download page for Give as You Live at the following link:
http://www.giveasyoulive.com/downloadnow and sign up for the
scheme selecting Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund as your
nominated charity.

Following your successful registration every time you visit
a site which is signed up to the scheme they will give a
percentage of the purchase price to charity, visit the website to
see the list of stores and businesses that are signed up.

When you visit the website of any company who are
members of the scheme you will see a bar at the top of the web
page which allows you to activate your Give as You Live
membership.

Every site you visit that is signed up for this amazing
scheme will have this bar at the top of the page ensuring you do
not miss the chance to donate to the Benevolence Fund which
past and present members may need to call on at some time, just
remember to activate it before shopping.

Just through buying things like e-books from Kindle I have
managed to raise over £35.00 for the charity in a short time so
imagine what can be done if everybody that shops online for
groceries and books, or even holiday’s, is signed up to this
scheme. It is possible that the CRA members who shop online
can raise an additional £10,000.00 a year this alone to ease
somebodies burden in a time of need. 

Peter Gresty

SNIPPETS
Yet more double-entendres:

Ted Walsh - Horse Racing Commentator - ‘This is really a
lovely horse. I once rode her mother.
A female news anchor who, the day after it was supposed to
have snowed and didn’t, turned to the weatherman and
asked, ‘So Bob, where’s that eight inches you promised me
last night?’ Not only did HE have to leave the set, but half
the crew did too, because they were laughing so hard!
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THE BRITISH GARRISON 
BERLIN 1945-1994

A pictorial histiography of the British Occupation 
by William Durie

Insights and detailed information
on the military and political status of the
city drawn from previously unpublished
documents and photographs. It reveals
every facet of British Life at The Wall:
Garrison Life, the activities of
BRIXMIS and the YAK 28 coup.

RRP £20
ISBN 978-3-86408-068-5
Available from amazon.co.uk

22nd BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The following CRA members have their own business;

members are invited to consider them when looking for services. 
GUEST HOUSES:
Dave Henshaw, The Clydesdale, Paignton, South Devon.
www.theclydesdale.co.uk
B&B
Seàn Kelly
Les Ondines, Chambre d’hôtes B&B
CONDAC
16700
France
Reductions for the 22nd out of season
www.lesondines.net
BATHROOMS, TILING AND PLASTERING:
Curt Hodson, Total Tile and Bathrooms, Crewe. 
01270 210230. www.totaltilestudio.co.uk 
Paul Russell, Cheshire. www.russvac.co.uk
TRANSPORT
Les Duckers. Light deliveries/removals throughout UK and
Europe. Birkenhead. 
078998 91985 or e-mail Les_dux@hotmail.co.uk.

The list does not constitute an endorsement of services
offered. Members wishing to be included in future lists should
send their details to: cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com

Inclusion is restricted to CRA members who are the
proprietor or main owner of a business. Companies wishing to
advertise should contact The Secretary, CRA for details and rates.

ARMED FORCES DAY
DINNER DANCE

Due to the success of last year’s event, we are
pleased on behalf of the Stockport Branch of
the CRA to invite you to the second dinner
dance to celebrate National Forces Day, at
Stockport TA Centre, Greek Street on Saturday
29th June 2013.

Tickets for the event are priced at £25 each.
The price includes a three-course meal and
entertainment. Tickets can be bought
separately, but ideally we would like to sell the
tickets in tables of 10, to ensure that people
are seated together.

Before the meal there will be a parade of
standards, so we would like to take this
opportunity to invite your standard to be
paraded with the other associations.
Confirmation is required.

Dress code for this event is Regimental with
medals, or suits with tie. The event will start
promptly at 6.30, finishing at 12 midnight. Last
orders at 11.30pm

We anticipate that this event will be a sell-out.
Tickets will be on sale from 1st April. Please
book early to reserve your tickets.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions. Contact details are:

Paul Lomas  07712 897847
(evenings and weekends only)

Hazel Lomas  0161 486 6054

Or e-mail hazellomas@hotmail.co.uk

SNIPPETS
And finally:

Harry Carpenter at the Oxford-Cambridge boat race 1977 -
‘Ah, isn’t that nice. The wife of the Cambridge President is
kissing the Cox of the Oxford crew!
US PGA Commentator - ‘One of the reasons Arnie (Arnold
Palmer) is playing so well is that, before each tee shot, his
wife takes out his balls and kisses them .... Oh my god!!!!!
What have I just said?!!!!’
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LAST POST

Barba Alim 
died Mar 20
M K R Adlard
died 17 Jan 13 A Coy 1961 - 1968
William Blakeman
died 20 Jan 2013 aged 87 Ex 2nd Bn 1943- 47
Brian (Dickie) Dale 
died 25 Jan 2013 aged 72 Ex 1st Bn 1959-65 3 Pltn, A Coy
Bill Foster 
ex Regimental police in Suez 52 - 54, died on 30th December
2012 aged 78 
B Hipwell 
died Jan 2013
Michael Kidd 
died 5 Dec 2012 aged 79 1st Bn 1951-53 Served Cyprus & Suez
George Ormsby 
died 22 Dec 2012 aged 74 Ex 1st Bn 
Dennis Oulthram 
died 3 Dec 2012 Ex TA 

2013
26 Mar Regimental Golf Day, Delamere
5 April Officers Lunch, 

Wellington College, Crowthorne
10 May Chester Race Day
17 May Regimental Golf Day, Frodsham

6 Jun Presentation of New Colours, Worcester
12 Jul Regimental Golf Day, Chester Curzon
9 Aug Golf Match

Regimental Golf Society v Eastham
6 Sep Regimental Golf Day, Pryor’s Hayes
7 Sep Officers Association Ladies Dinner, Chester
8 Sep Mons Day Parade and Lunch, Chester

26 Oct East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport

2014
21-25 Aug Centenary of Battle of Mons, Belgium

News of major events is published on the CRA page of
www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk and also on the CRA
facebook page.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013-2014 CLUB NEWS

The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties
by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club. 

Normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400
For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS

December
£100 Mr D T Bly, Buckley
£50 Mr P A Ellis, Woodchurch
£25 Mr J E Woolley, Macclesfield

January
£100 Mr M A Carmon, Chester
£50 Mr G F Andrews, Oldbury
£25 Mr J Dyke, Glossop

MEEANEE DRAW
Prize Winner
£200 G S Blackshaw
£150 D M Oak
£100 B Dale
£50 B Atherton
£50 M Bettridge
£50 J Gardiner
£25 H E J King
£25 M Schmidt
£25 J Fenney
£25 A Bratherton
£10 R Williams
£10 A Wood

OBITUARY – Mrs Irene Worrall
Irene Worrall died on 16th January in Macclesfield

Infirmary. She was the wife of Sergeant Frank Worrall, who
served with 7th Battalion from 1954 – 1967 and then A
Company, 1 Mercian Volunteers from 1967 to 1972. He then
served as an SMI with Cheshire Army Cadet Force for seven
years.

Irene was well liked and respected in all these units and took
a very active part in all the social events.

She was noted for being an excellent shot with the .22 rifle
and won many prizes at Battalion Families Day Rifle Meetings.
In her spare time she was also a guide leader. She would have
been 84 years of age on 2nd February this year and she and Frank
were married for 64 years.

MALAYA/SINGAPORE REUNION
The Malaya and Singapore Reunion will be held on the 22

June 2013 at Pelsall Labour Club, Walsall.


